VOL. XIV, No. 6 : ‘SATURDAY, 


Farewell Luncheon given by the Club Femenino of Cuba in honor of Doris Stevens, Jane Norman 
Smith, and Muna Lee de Munoz Marin, February 11, 1928, Havana, Cuba. 


End of table—Snta..Carmen Tamayo. Reading left to right back to camera—Sra. Nena Santana de 

Lores, Sra. Dolores T. de Trujillo, Mrs. Clarence M. Smith, Sra. Serafina R. de Rosado, Miss Doris 

Stevens, Sra. Pura Romo, Sra. ss Golvez de Sarachaga, Sra. Andrea de Llopart. Reading left 

to right side of table facing camera—Sra. Maria Perez de Govin. Srta. Nieves Fernandex Reina, Srta. 
: Mariblanca Sabas Aloma, Mrs. Muna Lee de Munoz Marin, Sra. Plintha Wos y Gil, Sra. Pilar 
Rueda, Sra. Dolores Valido, Miss Elsie Ross Shields. 
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French Suffragist Foresees Militancy 
ARIA VERONE, president of the 
French League for Women’s Rights, 

and member of the International Advi- 

sory Council of the Woman’s Party, de- 


clared at the recent Congress of the . 


‘League that if the French Senate con- 
tinues to block the woman suffrage bill 
French women may be obliged to follow 
the example of English and American 
women, and resort to more militant pro- 
cedure than they have thus far employed. 

Mme. Verone said, that if the occasion 
should arise, she herself would set the 
example of this, but in order not to em- 
barrass members of the League for Wom- 
‘en’s Rights who might be unable or un- 
willing to take part in a militant move- 
ment, and to avoid involving either the 
Central Committee or the Honorary Com- 
mittee of the League, she would provision- 
ally offer her resignation as president. 

She added, “If I should go to St. Lazare, 
I hope that many of my friends would 
come there to see me.” St. Lazare is a 
prison in Paris. Mme. Verone’s declara- 
tion was received with lively applause. 


Another Woman Candidate for Congress 

RS. GIFFORD PINCHOT. has. an- 

nounced her candidacy for election 

to: Congress from the Fifteenth Pennsyl- 
vania Congressional District. 


Other women candidates for the Senate — 


and the House of Representatives include 
Lillian Feichert of New Jersey and Min- 
nie Fisher Cunningham of Texas, candi- 
dates for the Senate, and Ruth Hanna 


McCormick, candidate for representative- 


at-large from Illinois. 
All are Republicans except Mrs. Cun- 
ningham. 


What Is the Alliance? 


ARGERY I. CORBETT ASHBY, 
| president of the International Al- 
liance of Women for Suffrage and Equal 
Citizenship, says, in answering the above 
question in the February, 1928, issue of 


_ the International Woman Suffrage News: 


“The Alliance is a body of women who 
are united for the object of securing full 
equality with men in every conceivable 
aspect and over every field of interest and 
work; and further to direct the energies 
of the new woman citizen in public life.” 

This definition, before the semi-colon, 
sounds like a description of the objects of 
the National Woman’s Party, yet the Al- 
liance refused to accept the affiliation of 
the National Woman’s Party to work to- 
ward these ends at its last congress. 


Feminist Notes 


Lida Gustava Heymann 


HE week just passed has seen the six- 

tieth anniversary of the birth of one 
of the world’s most distinguished Femi- 
nists — Lida Gustava Heymann of Ger- 
many, member of the International Ad- 
visory Council of the National Woman’s 
Party, peace-worker, and editor, with Dr. 
Anita Augsperg of Die Frau Im Statt. 
She was born on March 15, 1868. 


Descended from a noble family in Ham- 
burg, Lida Gustava Heymann early 
escaped the fetters of old family tradi- 
tion, and devoted. herself to work for her 
fellow-women. Her labor for the aboli- 
tion of prostitution drew her into the 
ranks of the Union for Woman Suffrage, 
where she became one of the most ardent 
and fearless workers for women’s en- 
franchisement. 


The World War found her a convinced 
pacifist, and she was one of the founders 
of the Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom. She has served as 
international vice-president of the League, 
and as delegate of the German section to 


the conference of the League in the United — 


States in 1924, she was one of the signers 
of the petition to the Resolutions Com- 


mitttee in support of a resolution favor- 


ing Equal Rights. 

During her visit to the United States 
in 1924 she was a guest at National Head- 
quarters of the Woman’s Party and has 
ever since been interested in its work for 
Equal Rights between men and women. 

_Gertrud Baer, one of her colleagues in 
her work for peace and Equal Rights, says 
in writing to Equau Rieuts about Frau 
Heymann’s work: 

“Her political and social-political writ- 
ings, her countless articles, particularly 
in Die Frau im Statt, her ardent speeches 
at home and abroad in favor of friendly 
settlements between nations, and for the 
utilization of the new spiritual power of 
women in national life—all testify to her 
underlying independence, which knows no 
compromise, and to the instinctive ability 
lo aim straight at the goal, which Lida 
Gustava Heymann preserves even in the 
most trying political and personal situa- 
tions.” 

Equat Ricuts and the National Wom- 


an’s Party wishes for Lida Gustava Hey- 


manh many more years of work for 


Women Town Councillors 


LTHOUGH the women of South 

Africa are not yet enfranchised, 
Pretoria has two women members of its 
Town Council. 


Equal Rights 


Women to Have Place in Press Exposition 

T the International Press Exposition, 

the first of its kind, which is to be 
held in Cologne from May to October of 
this year, women will be represented both — 
in the various national exhibits and in 
a special women’s section, according to 
La Francaise. The women’s section was 
arranged for by leading German Femi- 
nists. The president of this section is © 
Gertrud Baumer, advisor to the Govern- 


ment and member of the Reichstag. 
Helene Weber, also an advisor and a’ 


member of the Reichstag, is vice-president. 
Frau Wingerath of the Bureau of Fairs 
and Expositions is the general secretary. 

The women’s section will contain an — 
extensive exhibit showing the place and 
activities of women in connection with 
the press since the middle of the seven- 
teenth century when journalism came into 
being. It will consist of two parts, a 
general historical section and a special 
exhibit of publications, which will include 


_ papers and magazines devoted to general 


feminine interests; politics; Feminist 
propaganda, activity, and publicity; re- 
ligion; household affairs; art, literature, 


and sport; teaching; science; publications 


for the young; and the official organs of 
welfare societies, professional associa- 
tions, and trade unions. 

The International Council of Women 
has been instrumental in rousing and 
organizing, through its National Councils, 
the participation of women outside of 
Germany. England, Holland, Jugo- 
Slavia, Finland, Greece, Canada, Ireland, 
Austria, South Africa, and South Aus- 


tralia are already at work on their ex- 
hibits. 


Citizenship Rights Nullified by Decree 


E French Nationality Law of 1927 is 
not working according to expectations. 
This law gave to Frenchwomen married to 
foreigners the right to retain their na- 
tionality. But it is not being administered 
in accordance with this intent. Louis 
Martin, author of the act, declares that to 
the clear and precise text, easy to put into 
effect, a decree was added which, under 
the pretext of interpreting the law, has 
so complicated it that it is impossible to 
carry it out. | 
M. Ripert, professor of law, has pub- 
lished an article in which he says that 
the law, which changed a principle of 
French policy and custom, is so completely 
altered by the decree that its effect is 
destroyed. 
The League for the Rights of Women 
has passed a resolution in favor of the 
repeal of the decree.. 
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Address Made Muna Lee 


HoNnoORABLE DELEGATES: 
[ims is the seventh of February, 


1928. In the mi of our children 
and our cilaeh’ children this date 
may flame with signi . It may mark 
the birth of a new freedom and the be- 


ginning of a new world. That depends 


on you. 


Many temples have been built to shelter 
Pan-Americanism. Some of them have 
been built with marble, some with words. 
But deep and true friendship is no less 
rare than beautiful. It does not come 
even to temples merely because it has been 
summoned, nor even because each coun- 
try of our continents may sincerely desire 
its coming. International friendship to 
be real must be unselfish, and complete 
unselfishness is hard of attainment when 
interests differ; as hard for nations as 
for individuals. 


But here, today, you have before your 
eyes a concrete demonstration of that 
very thing: a Pan-Americanism that in- 
cludes all, that excludes none, that makes 
not the slightest difference between one 
and another. The women of all the Amer- 
icas have one need. Every enlightened 
woman of this hemisphere desires for her 
sister of another country, the same good 
which she craves for herself. The woman 


of no country of our Americas believes © 


that Equal Rights for herself will in any 


of the National Woman's Party, Porto 
Rico Branch, and the University of Porto 
Rico, in Behalf of the Equal Rights Treaty 
before the Unofficial Plenary Session of 
the Sixth Pan-American Conference, 
Havana, Cuba, February 7, 1928 


way give her or her country an advantage 
over her sisters to the north or to the 
south. She does not wish such advantage. 
She does not ask for one thing and pay 
with another; she is not carrying on a 
barter of power, of friendship, of advan- 


tage. She asks for herself and for every 


other woman in all of our countries, one 
thing, for the good of all—and for the 
good of those countries which we women 
have helped upbuild and are helping up- 
hold. | 
The woman of colonial times displayed 
the same splendid traits in Latin America 
and in Saxon America. She worked and 
fought besides her men; gaily and gal- 
lantly she dedicated her strength of body 
and spirit to building the Americas. And 


now, with one impulse of the heart, though | 


in the ringing accents of four languages, 
she reminds you of this, of which you 
should never have forced her to remind 
you. . She asks that the countries she has 
helped to create, recognize in her the 
powers by which they have benefited dur- 
ing four centuries. 


Our position as women, amongst you 
free citizens of Pan-America, is like the 
position of my Porto Rico in the com- 
munity of American States. We have 
everything done for us and given us but 
sovereignty. We are treated with every 
consideration save the one great con- 
sideration of being regarded as respon- 
sible beings. We, like Porto Rico, are 


dependents. We are anomalies before 
the law. 


We, the women of the Americas, ask 
for a treaty granting us Equal Rights 
before the law. We ask this not for one 
woman, not for one country, not for one 
race, but for the women of Pan-America; 
for the women who are proving to you 
here today by their solidarity and mutual 
trust that Pan-Americanism is a fact. 

We offer you a new definition: Pan- 
Americanism is the deep desire of every 
country for the common good of all, favor- 
ing none and slighting none. It is the 
oneness of purpose that makes of us all 
responsible citizens of the spiritual com- 
monwealth of Pan-America. 

We offer you a definition and we offer 
you an opportunity; the opportunity of 
acting with unparalleled generosity and 
vision. 

We, the women of America, ask of you, 
the men of America, a treaty guarantee- 
ing us our equal human rights. . 


Opposition “Protective” Legislation Increasing 


HE Industrial Council of the National 
Woman’s Party has been active during 
the present session of the Legislature in 
New York State in resisting further in- 


roads through legislative action into wom- © 


en’s opportunity to make a living. 

‘The 48-hour law for women only which 
became operative throughout this State 
on January 1 and which was strenuously 
opposed by the Industrial Council, has 
produced so much dissatisfaction in nu- 
merous sections as to result in a demand 
for a new hearing before the State Indus- 
trial Survey Commission whose recom- 
mendations the 48-hour measure embodied. 
At this hearing members of the National 
Woman’s Party of New York City, restau- 
rant and candy store workers, women 
printers and railway employes, appeared 
and spoke in opposition to the principle 
of the law which made the limitation upon 
the working day applicable to women and 
not to their male competitors, thus re- 
sulting in dismissal of women in many 
cases. 

In previous years the Industrial Coun- 
cil has introduced no bills relating to 


working hours for women or men, but 
has confined its activity to opposing all 
restrictive measure for women only as in- 
troduced and asking that such legislation 
be amended to include men also. 

At the present session, however, newly 
injured by the terms of the 48-hour enact- 
ment so lately gone into effect, these 
practical workers have framed a bill for 
their own purposes. It is calculated to 
rid them of futher necessity of combating 
so-called “protective” legislation. It pro- 
vides that “hereafter in this State any 
restrictions upon the hours, night work 
or all other conditions of labor shall be 
the same for females as are provided by 
law for males. This act shall be deemed 
to repeal all labor laws applying to females 
and not to males.” 

Thus at one stroke they would unburden 
themselves of all impediments to equal 
opportunity to seek and hold employment 
and would become eligible freely to secure 
advancement in chosen fields. 

Another aftermath of the 48-hour law 
is seen in the Boyle bill, introduced in 
the Assembly by Mr. John Boyle of Suf- 
folk County at the invitation of restau- 


rant workers of the State who are mem- 
bers of the Woman’s Party. These young 
women, who have been obliged to witness 
the training of young men who should 
by such preparation be ready to fill their 
positions at such times as the 48-hour 
law should become operative, are seeking 
relief in an amendment to the no-night- 
work law for women by which restaurant 
workers shall be exempted from its pro- 
visions. | 

Since waitresses may not serve cus- 
tomers in restaurants later than ten 
o’clock at night and cannot avail them- 
selves of the added tips and commissions 
on candy sales which make an evening 
shift of four hours more profitable than 
eight-hour daytime employment, they 
have courageously set forth an attack on 
the New York Legislature which shall go 
on vigorously until the right of women 
restaurant workers to equal opportunity 
shall be guaranteed by statute law. 

The labor bills of the Industrial Coun- 
cil will be argued at once before a joint 
committee on labor and industry of the 
New 'York-Senate and Assembly. 
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‘Margaret Lambie, D, C. 


“ with men under the law and in all human 
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| OBJECT OF THE WOMAN'S PARTY 


The object of this organization shall be 
| te secure for women complete equality 


| relationships. 
LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 


“Men and women shall have Equal Rights 
throughout the United States and every 
| place subject to its jurisdiction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 
{Senate Joint Resolution Number 64.] 
‘Introduced in the Senate, January 4, 1928, 
by Sunator Curtis. 


of the underlying cause of the disease. 


Mrs. Valentine Winters, Ohio | 


Equal Rights 


Equal Rights and Sex Standards 


CCORDING to recent press reports polygamy will be abolished soon in 
Albania following the adoption by Parliament of the new criminal 
code, which makes it an offense to have more than one wife. The 

reform has been supported by the women, whose position in several respects 
is greatly improved under the new code. 

Since Turkey has abolished the harem, the only country in Europe where 
polygamy will prevail is Bosnia, which now belongs to Jugoslavia. Women 
in Bosnia still are required to veil their faces, but a widespread movement 
among them for monogamy, for freedom and for European dress constantly 
is gaining strength. | 

In this connection it should be remarked that the rise of Feminism always 
predicates the fall of polygamy. This is too obvious a fact to merit OM, 
yet many social reformers seem to overlook its full implication, 

Those who oppose Equal Rights and prefer “protection” rather thes 
emancipation for women should consider carefully the relation that exists 
between Feminism and sex standards. Moreover, they should apply the rules 
derived from their study to the situation that exists in their own country. 

It is true that in America and in most of Europe polygamy is no longer 
permitted, but that does not mean that an equal sex standard has been insti- 
tuted for men and women on these continents. Prostitution still continues 
to flourish in unabated form both in America and in Europe. 

May not the same force that has succeeded in defeating polygamy be the 
one thing needed in more developed form to abolish commercialized prosti- 


_ tution? In our opinion the establishment of Equal Rights and the solution of 


the problem of the social evil stand in a very intimate and direct relationship. 

This it is that makes us pity rather than blame the opposition. The social 
reformers who believe in “protective” legislation for women only, doubtless 
desire in all sincerity to protect the mothers of mankind. Yet their opposition 


to the Feminist movement may, if we interpret the significance of events in 


Albania correctly, result in unnecessarily prolonging the existence of the 
institution that above all others threatens womankind, : 
_ Treating. symptoms is always a dangerous business if it leads toa — 


Poor Dears 


HE Brooklyn Citizen, in a recent editorial, comments as follows on jury 
service for women: 


The Citizen is in hearty agreement with the committee in rejecting 
the bills permitting women to serve as jurors. American family life 
is now under severe criticism, largely because of the failure of the 
women to provide a real home for their husbands. Lord Akewith, 
head of the British tin industry, said the other day in London that 
failure of the tin supply would cause 25 per cent. of American hus- 
bands to be without food. There is many a true word said in jest, 
and there is a truthful basis for the noble lord’s facetiousness, only 
his percentage was too low. Canned goods furnish perhaps 50 per 
cent. of the American culinary art. 

There are too many married women going to business, which is 

one of the chief factors in the wrecking of the American home, The 
absence of children in these homes is another factor. Women are 
temperamentally unfit to be jurors, and in those States where the 
experiment has been tried it has completely failed. 


There is something wholly astonishing in coming across such an editorial 
in the year 1928. Since we do not wish to believe that the Citizen maliciously 
twisted the facts in the case, we can only infer that the editorial in question 
was written in abysmal ignorance. We commend to the Citizen a reading of 
the literature published by the New York State Branch of the Woman’s Party 
anent jury service for women. We commend also a short and inexpensive 
trip to the States neighboring New York, where women have already proven 
their fitness to serve on juries. 

This we do out of the kindness of our hearts, for it hurts our feelings to 
see so estimable a sheet as the Brooklyn Citizen making itself so utterly 
ridiculous in the public eye. One would almost suppose that the editors of 
the Citizen could not read, so ignorant they appear of published facts. 
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The Work of Today in Britain 


HE promises made during 1927 by 
Mr. Baldwin, Prime Minister of 
Great Britan, and by his ministers, 
that British women should vote on the 
game terms as men at the next general 
election brought interest in the opening 
of the 1928 session of Parliament to fever 
heat. If women were to vote at the next 
election the necessary legislation must be 


passed early in 1928; if the Government | 


really meant its 1927 promises, surely 
mention would be made, in the King’s 
speech at the opening, of its intentions. 
Coincident with the opening of Parlia- 
ment and the delivery of the King’s 
speech, dated for February 7, was the 
tenth anniversary of the granting of par- 
tial enfranchisement to British women on 
February 6, 1918. | 
The militants opened on February 4 
with an ex-prisoners’ dinner, attended by 
150 of those tried warriors. Mrs. How 
Martyn presided and began by reading a 
list of famous names, who sent their re- 
grets for absence and their sentiments on 


the past and on the future. Among these — 


were Mrs. Pankhurst, veteran leader of 
the Women’s Social and Political Union, 
now Conservative candidate for Parlia- 
ment; Mrs. Despard, veteran leader of the 


‘Women’s Freedom*League and now work- — 


er on the extreme left political front; 
Dame Ethel Smyth, famous composer; 
Mrs. Drummond, famous “general” of the 
militants; Dr. Louisa Garrett Anderson, 
fine daughter of a fine mother, one of the 
first woman medicals in Britain; Mrs. 
Saul Solomon, another splendid veteran 
of the suffrage fight; Annie Kenney, who 


with Christabel Pankhurst had the glor- 
ious courage to fire the first shot of mili- 


tancy. 

All these names were received with loud 
applause, and the following speakers kept 
the applause rolling: Muriel Matters 
Porter, Emmeline Pethick-Lawrence, Syl- 
via Pankhurst, Teresa Billington Greig, 
Rachel Barratt, Margaret Wynne Nevin- 
son, Mrs. Mansell Moullin, Helen Arch- 
dale, Nina Boyle. All spoke in turn of 
the joy they had felt in their righteous 
battle; how they, none of them, had felt 
regret at sharing it, and how glorious it 


was to feel justified, to see benefits result-— 
ing the world over. Three men spoke 


modestly and finely of their share, Mr. 
Duval, Mr. Jacobs and Mr. Rutter and 
the women, knowing well the work and 
sacrifice given by these men, greeted and 
thanked them heartily. 

On February 6 a more serious meeting 
took place, open to the public. On the 
platform were grouped ex-prisoners of the 
militant days in front of a large white 
placard on which, in black lettering, were 


By Helen A. Aschdale 


the names of the warriors who had passed 
on. All rose and stood silent after Mrs. 
How Martyn, from the chair, read the 
long roll. 

The chairman opened by stating that 


this was the tenth birthday of votes for . 


women and that the only birthday present 
they wanted was more votes for women; 
in fact, votes for all women. | 

Mrs. Pethick-Lawrence followed with 


praise of the suffragist spirit which was 


still so alive and vigorous, and which in 
thought and in imagination was away 
past equality of franchise and was sur- 
veying the wide field of opportunity 
which that equality would open to it. 

Mr. Victor Duval spoke strongly in 
favor of equal pay for equal work and of 
equal opportunity. 

Evelyn Sharp told youth that militancy 
had opened the gate and it was for them 
to rush in—“the world is at the feet of 
those who know no fear.” 

Nina Boyle expressed great dislike of 
social reformers and said things should 
not be done because they were good for 
somebody, but because they were just, 
justice must be the criterion. 
~ Mrs: ‘Walker declared she would go 
through the glorious days of militancy 
again. | 

Mrs. Mansell Moullin implored women 
to work to exterminate three things: in- 
ternational war, class war, sex war. 

Lady Rhondda related how a militant, 
on some dark deed intent, after hauling 
herself out of the third water-filled ditch, 
was heard to murmur, “How I wish I 
was an anti.” She emphasized the de- 


mand for a simple equality measure and, 


that gained, pointed the way to the next 
objective, equal occupational rights. 

Mrs. Lamartine Yates wondered why, 
in 1928, women had still to ask for equal- 
ity. She warned against over-confidence 
in victory and told the women to keep 


their courage, to keep their eyes open, to 


keep watch upon the politicians. 

Teresa Billington Greig said all mili- 
tants, from palest pink to deepest red, de- 
manded the fulfillment of the Prime Min- 
ister’s pledge. 

Anna Munro reminded the women that 
21 years ago they had gone to a former 
Prime Minister, Sir Henry Campbell Ban- 
nerman, for advice as to obtaining the 
vote, and that he had told them to edu- 
cate, to agitate, to pester. She alluded to 
certain reactionary tendencies manifest at 
the moment, and said only by continuing 
to work, to educate, to agitate, to pester, 
would victory come. 

Sylvia Pankhurst recalled the actual be- 


ginnings of the militant movement and 
showed the vast amount of work that still 
waited to be done. 

Muriel Matters Porter also recalled 
early days and expressed the need for the 
rhythm of women to keep the world right. 

Mr. Pethick-Lawrence called himself 
the office boy of the militant movement 
and instanced the change in the faces of 
portraits of women painted forty years 
ago to the faces of those painted today as 
full justification of the suffrage demand. 

Then came February 7 when the morn- 
ing papers told us of the intention of the 
Young Suffragists, who are the disfran- 
chised under thirties, to present a letter 
to the Prime Minister and a petition to 
the King. These two acts of militancy 
they were actually doing as we read our 
papers. Then the ceremonial drive of His 
Majesty to the House, there to deliver his 
speech and his return to the palace. Im- 
mediately the route was opened for traffic 
appeared a fleet of cars driven by women, 
covered with flaring posters demanding 
equal franchise. These paraded round 
Parliament Square until the early edi- 
tions came out with the speech. Then all 
associations of women gathered privately 
to discuss it and in the evening sent out a 
joint resolution to the press. : 

On Wednesday evening a public meet- 
ing of women’s organizations was held 
and the same resolution was enthusias- 
tically carried. It ran as follows: 

“This meeting notes the statement in 
the King’s speech that proposals will be 
brought forward in Parliament for amend- 
ing the law relating to the Parliamentary 
and Local Government franchise. 

“Relying upon the pledge made by the 
Prime Minister on behalf of his Govern- 
ment—that women shall have the parlia- 
mentary vote at 21 and on the same terms 
as men, and shall exercise that vote at the 
next election—this meeting calls for the 
immediate introduction and passage into 
law of a simple measure not complicated 
with other electoral matters.” 

Miss Froud of the National Union of 
Women Teachers lead the community 
singing before the meeting and included 
Dame Ethel Smyth’s “March of the 
Women” and the women’s “Marseillaise.” 
Then Lady Rhondda took the chair and 
read generous messages of greeting from 
the veterans: Mrs. Pankhurst, Mrs. Des- 
pard and Dame Millicent Fawcett. She 
said that the King’s speech left us where 
we were, that we must wait and watch 
for the introduction of the bill, of the con- 
tents of which we still knew nothing.. She 
quoted a line from Ethel Smyth’s march: 


“On, on, that we have done, 
But for the work of today preparing.” 
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saying that if enfranchised we must work 


in that spirit. ne 

Mrs. Abbott of the Open Door Council 
said that she felt, and it was clear that 
her audience heartily agreed with her, 
that Mr. Baldwin might have graced 
justice with graciousness and have told 
us how we were to have the vote and when 
we were to have it. She reproved certain 
vulgarities indulged in by both the mover 
and the seconder of the address in the 
House but consoled herself like the psalm- 
ist with the words “What is man.” She 
told how all spoke of the great changes for 
the better in the world and amid loud 
assent asserted that all was due to the 
Feminist movement. She added that self- 
protection was the only sure protection 
and, alluding to the presentation in Lon- 
don of “Macbeth” in modern dress, sug- 
gested that the text might also be mod- 
ernized. 


“Ig this a ballot paper that I see before 
me, | 
The writing toward my hand? Come, let 
me clutch thee— | 
I have thee not, and yet I see thee still.” 


Sex Expression HE open dis- 

cussion of sex 

~_ was embarrassing 

to the delegates at 
March, 1928. 

Havana. Woman 

after woman 


mounted the rostrum and spoke of the de- 
sires of her sex. For the first time at an 
international gathering women demanded 
the abolition of sex in politics. They re- 
quested that their right to equality be 
protected by a treaty which should super- 
sede international law. 

Doris Stevens said that great laws are 
born (sex again) of deep convictions, and 
that the conviction of the National Wom- 
an’s Party is that men are incapable of 
legislating for women. Spanish-American 
women were urged to throw off masculine 
rule as their Northern sisters are doing. 
There would be no impurity in having 
women sit in Pan American conferences 
hereafter. 


Time and Tide 
(London), 
February 17, 1928. 


HE most inter- 

esting happen- 
ing at the Pan- 
American (onfer- 
ence at Havana is 
the woman’s delegation. The press of the 
Latin-American countries is full of the 
women and of their campaign for an 
Equal Rights Treaty. The New York 
Nation says: “The resolution of a pre- 
vious conference, patting the ladies on the 
back and recommending that one or two 


Mrs. Pethick-Lawrence, president of the 
Women’s Freedom League, seconded and 
spoke of the disappointment first felt on 
reading the King’s speech, how that dis- 
appointment changed to hope on reading 
the debate on the address when Mr. Ram- 
say MacDonald, leader of the Labor 
Party, and Mr. Lloyd George, leader of 
the Liberal Party, had asked what was 
intended and Mr. Baldwin had replied 
satisfactorily. She warned women not 
say thank you until the measure was on 


the statute book, but to watch and to spur. 


members of Parliament to be in favor and 
to be in their places in the House when 
the bill was before it. She congratulated 
the young suffragists on their timely bit 
of militancy which, she said, was particu- 
larly well planned and effective in getting 
on to the front pages of the press at just 
the right moment the fact that young 
women wanted the vote. 

Nancy Stewart Parnell, of St. John’s 
Social and Political Union, herself a dis- 
franchised under thirty, then made a 
statesman’s speech which was cheered and 
cheered again. This splendid young wom- 
an teaches in a nun’s school in Liverpool 


Press Comment 
be permitted to sit as delegates in future, 
was completely forgotten until the reso- 
lute battalions of the Woman’s Party, led 
by Doris Stevens, appeared in Havana. 
These women began with a mass-meeting, 
largely attended; they stirred up the Cu- 
ban women and gave interviews galore to 


the abundant newspapers of Havana; they 


had a talk with Antonio Sanchez de Bus- 
tamante, president of the conference. 
They demanded that in the new code of 
international law a provision be included 
guaranteeing throughout this hemisphere 


Equal Rights for men and women. It 


sounds sweeping; but if the nations can 
draw up treaties for eight-hour working 
days and prohibit certain types of phos- 
phorus matches, equal sex rights too may 
be a fit subject for international action.” 
It is said that one of the first fruits of the 
campaign is likely to be the enfranchise- 
ment of the women of Cuba. 


Woman's Voice 


Heard at Havana 
Christian Science 
Monitor, 

Boston, 
February 15, 1928 


chisement, it was 
quite in line with 
the expected that 
the organized wom- 
en in the United 
States should take 
advantage of the Havana Conference of 
American States to present the claims of 
their sisters below the Rio Grande for 
Equal Rights at the polls. That Dr. 
Bustamente, presiding officer of the con- 


ECURE in their 
own enfran-. 


Equal Rights 


and had only reached London an hour 
before the meeting, and was taking the 
night train back in order to be in her 
place in the school in the morning. With 
perfect dignity she held her audience spell 
bound while she disposed of argument 
after argument against the enfranchise- 
ment of young women. She mentioned 
young women teachers, nurses, doctors, 
bread-winners, councillors, students, tax- 
payers, filling onerous and responsible 
positions but—not fit to vote. She spoke 
finely of the visions of the young seeing 
a better world and said that her genera- — 


tion had grown up under the shadow of. 


the great war and perhaps, therefore, had 
clearer visions of a real peace. — 

Miss Froud of the National Union 
of Women Teachers went through the 
speeches at the opening of Parliament, 
analyzing and criticizing them with politi- 
cal acumen and urged concentration of 
all our powers on equality of franchise. 
She warned against slackening of any 
kind until the bill was on the statute book. 
When, the vote is won we must use it for 
the full emancipation of women in all 
fields. | | | 


ference, after hearing the various pleas 
before the delegates should state that the . 
assemblage had been convinced of the 
worthiness of their cause is not at all sur- 
prising. Pan-American women have long . 


been active in many things that make for 


the moral and cultural uplift of their com- 
munities, and when Miss Doris Stevens 
of New York, chairman of the Committee 
on International Action of the National 
Woman’s Party, declared that “no man, 


ho group of men, no government, no group 


of nations, ever had the right to withhold 
from us the rights we ask today,” not a 
voice was raised to say her nay. 

It is the first time in the history of the 
world that women have come before an 
international body to plead for treaty ac- 
tion of what they consider their rights. 
This alone made the incident of novel in- 
terest to the conference. Following Miss 
Stevens’ plea for those of other countries, 
the women of Latin America had a direct 
spokesman in Dr. Julia Martinez, often 
referred to as the Jane Addams of Cuba, 
who in an impassioned address asserted 
that as long as the vote is withheld from 
them “women do not form part of the 
people of Cuba.” 

It would appear from what Mrs. Jane 
Norman Smith, president of the National 
Council of the National Woman’s Party, 
reminded the conference that this gather- 
ing of Pan-American delegates had cer- 
tain obligations to fulfill, in that the pre 
ceding conference, held in Santiago, Chile, 
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March 17, 1928 


adopted a resolution proposed by a Guate- 
malan delegate to the effect that future 
meetings of the American States should 
study the means of abolishing constitu- 
tional and legal incapacities of women 
for the purpose of securing the same civil 
and political rights now enjoyed by men. 

Whatever action the Havana Confer- 
ence may decide upon in this matter of 
woman’s rights throughout the Americas, 
it may be a coincidence, but it should 
nevertheless be heartening to the cham- 
pions of woman’s cause, that at almost 
the same hour when the plea was made in 
the Cuban capital; Stanley Baldwin, the 
British Prime Minister, declared in the 
House of Commons that the young women 
of Great Britain, about to be enfran- 
chised, would be enabled to vote at the 
next general elections. 

Thus hands stretch across the sea for 
the encouragement of women in all the 
Americas. Already Brazil has set an ex- 
ample in the matter of enfranchisement in 


at least one of its states. Who can doubt | 


that stimulus has been added to the move- 
ment in Latin America by the generous 
action of the women of the United States 
in taking the problem straight to Havana? 
That the feminine delegation from North 
America considers its Cuban mission a 
success only adds to the belief that their 
Latin-American sisters rejoice in a cham- 


pionship. where experience has taught 


many lessons from which those as yet to 

be enfranchised may profit, before and 

after their desired political freedom has 
been achieved. 


A French View 


Le Droit des 
Femmes (Paris), 
Published by the 
French League for 
the Rights of 
Women, 

February, 1928. 


E find in the 

New York 
Herald for Febru- 
ary 2 the report of 
an interview with 
Mrs. O. H. P. Bel- 
mont on the subject 
of the Pan-Ameri- 
can Conference. 
Mrs. Belmont is not 
unknown to members of the League. 
President of the National Woman’s Party 
and director of the International Founda- 
tion for the establishment of Equal Rights 
throughout the world, her generosity has 
enabled us to keep up an intensive propa- 
ganda during the past year. 

For the first time in the history of the 
world women are submitting a proposi- 
tion in the interest of women to the Pan- 
American Conference. “The proposition 
which we support,” says Mrs. Belmont, 


“will make impossible in the future the 


subjection of women in the twenty-one 
American republics.” * * * 

If the conference adopts the proposition 
for the equality of the two sexes, it will 
be submitted to all the American repub- 
lics for ratification, and all distinctions 
based on sex in the laws of the countries 
involved will be abolished. 

“Once more,” adds Mrs. Belmont, 
“America has the opportunity to point 


out to the world the way to establish the. 


principle of the freedom of women.” 
Among the delegates to the conference 

we note the name of Miss Doris Stevens, 

whom we have had the pleasure of seeing ~ 
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and hearing at a Congress of the League 


at the time of her stay in Paris. 


A Swiss View URING the 
session of the 
Pan-American Con- 
eministe t H 
(Geneva), erence a avana 


American Feminists 
of the two conti- 
nents, under the di- 
rection of Miss Doris Stevens, vice-presi- 
dent of the National Woman’s Party of 
the United States, made this city their 
headquarters, we understand from our 
contemporary, EquaL Ricuts, in order to 
present to the conference the rather origi- 
nal proposition that a treaty shall be con- 
cluded which all the American republics 
Shall be asked to approve, and which shall 
declare that men and women shall be 


February 24, 1928. 


equal before the law. 


An original proposition indeed, as up 
to the present time the progress made by 
women through legislative action has 
been achieved within the boundaries of a 
nation. Starting the policy of interna- 
tional conventions in respect to it, now 
that one comes to think of it, is as yet 
undoubtedly premature in the actual state 


_of our political organization, but it is also 


undoubtedly a sign of the times. For, as 
The Nation of New York says, “If the na- 
tions draft treaties regulating hours of 
work and prohibiting the manufacture of 
certain kinds of phosphorus matches, why 
should not equality of rights between the 
sexes also be a matter for international 
action 2?” Why not, indeed? 


News from the Field 


Syracuse Branch Holds Salons 

HE Syracuse Branch has felt the 

honor of the election of its former 
chairman, Mrs. Lieber E. Whittic, to the 
State chairmanship, but has missed her 
able and zealous leadership in the local 
organization. 
membership, however, and an enthusiastic 
chairman, Mrs. Evans A. Warthley, the 
branch is carrying forward the work of 
the Party. 

As an educational and informative fea- 
ture the branch has arranged a series of 
Sunday afternoon salons. Mr. and Mrs. 
William White Knapp opened their home 
for the first, with Miss Dora Townsend as 
the speaker. Miss Townsend, who has 
traveled extensively abroad and has made 
a wide acquaintance among European 
women of note, spoke on “Outstanding 
Women of Europe.” 

‘Another meeting was held at the home 
of Professor and Mrs. Floyd H. Allport. 
Dr. K. C. Leebrich of Syracuse University, 
who has recently come from the Univer- 
sity of Hawaii as professor of interna- 


With a live and growing | 


tional relations, spoke on “The Political 
Status of Women in the Pacific Coun- 
tries.” 

Mr. and Mrs. ©. F. McCoy (Mrs. McCoy 
a founder of the Party) were hosts for a 
third meeting, at which time Mr. Samuel 
Cahan, who has spent much of the past 
two years in Russia studying conditions 
there, spoke on “Women in the New 
Russia.” 

From fifty to seventy persons have at- 
tended the salons, and a social hour fol- 
lowing with light punch served by the 
members has made the events pleasing in 
every way. 

In the program is always included 
some discussion or report relating to the 
general aims and work of the Party. In 
January a review of Lucretia Mott’s life 
was given by the chairman, and at the 
February meeting a report of the activi- 
ties at the Pan-American Conference. The 
Syracuse Branch sent a cablegram to 
Charles Evans Hughes at Havana, urging 
his support of the Equal Rights Treaty. 

Funds are raised in various ways. Mrs. 


O. H. Cobb entertained in January at a 
benefit breakfast bridge with eighty-five 
present. A moving picture benefit at one 
of the downtown theatres is planned for 
the spring, and before Easter the organi- 
zation is receiving a consignment of daffo- 
dils direct from the grower in Virginia to 
be sold to hotels, florists and others. 


New Jersey Night Work Bill 


HE New Jersey Senate has passed 

a bill prohibiting women from work- 
ing for remuneration at night, accord- 
ing to the Newark Evening News. The 
newspaper account, does not give the 
details of the bill, except that canneries 
are excepted. Senator McKay, friend of 
the National Woman’s Party, opposed the 
bill on the ground that it would interfere 
with Equal Rights between men and wom- 
en in industry. A night work law was 
passed several years ago but its validity 
has been in dispute and the measure now 
before the Legislature is said to be for 
the purpose of “putting teeth” into the 
previous enactment. 
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Massachusetts Organizer at Headquarters 


DITH SWIFT, a member of the 


Executive Committee of the Massa- 
chusetts Branch of the National Woman’s 


Party, has been at National Headquarters _ 


for two weeks becoming acquainted with 


the work there. She has now returned to 
Massachusetts to take up organization — 


work for the Woman’s Party Branch in 
that State, of which Mrs. H. L. Movius of 
Boston is chairman. While in Washing- 
ton Miss Swift interviewed a number of 
the Massachusetts Congressmen to urge 
them to support the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment, and obtained éncouraging results. 
Before she came to Washington Miss 


- Swift did considerable work in behalf of © 


the jury service bill introduced in the 
Massachusetts Legislature by the League 
of Women Voters and endorsed by the 
Massachusetts Branch of the Woman’s 
Party. 

On March 8 Miss Swift was hostess at a 
tea at Headquarters in order to make her 


‘Washington friends acquainted with the 


Woman’s Party and its work. Miss Swift 
is a graduate of Simmons College of Bos- 


ton and has a M.A. degree in journalism 


from Columbia University. 


The Situation in Porto Rico 
HE Congress of the United States has 


before it bills to amend the Organic 


Act of Porto Rico to enfranchise women 
on equal terms with men. The president 
of the House of Representatives of Porto 
Rico has introduced a bill to grant the 
vote to Porto Riean women who can read 
and write. Governor Towner in his mes- 
sage to the Legislature of Porto Rico 
urged the extension of the suffrage to 


women. 


Porto Rican women prefer to have their 
suffrage rights guaranteed by the Organic 
Act, rather than subject to the whim of 
the Porto Rican Legislature, just as Amer- 
ican women have their right to the vote 
guaranteed by the Constitution of the 


- United States, but, of course, they would 


welcome the passage of either the bill in- 
troduced by Tous Soto, president of the 
House, or by Mr. Barcelo. The Soto bill 
is understood to be more liberal than the 
Barcelo bill. 

Representatives of the women of Porto 
Rico have appeared before the Committee 
on Insular Affairs of the House of Repre- 


sentatives of the United States to urge 


the favorable report of their suffrage bill, 
which was introduced by the chairman of 
the committee, Representative Edgar R. 
Kiess of Pennsylvania. 

Ricarda L. deRamos Cardlas, president 


of the Liga Social Sufragista of Porto 
Rico, has written to the National Wom- 


an’s Party commenting as follows on the 
demand of women for Equal Rights 
throughout the Americas: 


“We are really very pleased with the 
work developed by our National Woman’s 
Party at the Pan-American Congress, and 
we feel very proud of being part of such a 
Party, which knows how to defend wisely 
and bravely the rights of women of both 
American continents. How much I wished 
to have been present there at Havana.” 


She also praised highly the work of. 


Muna Lee, poet and Feminist, now con- 
nected with the University of Porto Rico. 


Pennsylvania Loses a Valuable Worker 


T a meeting of the Executive Commit- 

tee of the Pennsylvania Branch of 
the National Woman’s Party, held at 
Headquarters on March 9, 1928, the fol- 
lowing resolution was unanimously 
adopted : | 


“Whereas in the death of Mrs; Katha- 


rine G. Halligan the National Woman’s 
Party has lost a faithful, valuable and in- 
fluential member who, since the formation 
of the Congressional Union, has given un- 
sparingly of her strength, her means and 
her valuable counsel, and has been a 
source of inspiration to us all,; be it 
“Resolved, That we express our own 
grief and sense of loss and extend to her 
family and friends our deepest sympathy.” 


Muna Lee Addresses New York City 


Committee 


UNA LEE of Porto Rico recounted 

her Havana experiences and told of 

the progress for Feminism made there to 

members of the New York City Branch of 

the Woman’s Party at two meetings dur- 
ing her stay in New York City. 

On February 16 Mrs. John Jay White 
gave a tea for Miss Lee, and on February 
20 a larger group of interested women 
heard her speak at the home of Mrs. John 
‘Winters Brannan. Among others present 
were Mrs. H. O. Havemeyer, Mrs. John 
Rogers, Mrs. Lloyd Williams, Mrs. John 
Jay White, Mrs. Charles Jay eres, 
Anita Pollitzer and Elsie Hill. 


New York esis Speaking Campaign 
N New York State Woman’s Party 


activities under the management of . 


Mrs. L. E. Whittic, the new chairman, 
who in last October succeeded Mrs. Clar- 
ence M. Smith as State chairman, have 
included legislative organization and edu- 
cational work. 


Of especial note is the speaking cam- 


paign which the chairman has been devel- 
oping in an effort to bring to as many 
New York women as possible the message 
of the woman’s cause. A canvass is being 
made of the women’s orgenizations of the 
State to ascertain the time of meeting and 
the nature of the interests of each, also 
to learn whether the organizations would 
welcome an exposition of the aims and 


determined. 


Equal Rights. 
objects of the Woman’s Party at first: 


hand. 


Recently Mrs. Whittic made a trip to: 
Buffalo, New York, where she addressed 
four organizations, also speaking in Me-: 
dina, New York. Taking as her topics, 
“The Lucretia Mott Amendment,” “Equal » 
Opportunity for Women Who Work” and 
“Woman’s New Place in Social Respon- 
sibility,” talks were given before the 
Woman’s City Club, the Buffalo Civic 
Club, the Syracuse University Alumnae 
Club and the National Woman’s Party of 
Buffalo and the Tuesday Club in conjunc- 
tion with the League of Women Voters of 
Medina. 

Other engagements are on schedule for 
Albany, Schnectady, Auburn, Cohoes and 
various towns in central and northern — 
New York. One of the most satisfactory 
results of this effort was found in the re- 
vival of the Rochester Branch of the 
Woman’s Party as an aftermath of a din- 
ner held in that city on January 16 under 


the chairmanship of Miss Camille Irving, 


long a faithful supporter of our cause in 
Rochester. Guests represented chiefly the 
Business and Professional Women’s 
League and the Zonta Club. Thirty 
women at this time affiliated with the 
Rochester committee. 

It is hoped that the chairman may se- 


cure the privilege of addressing the spring 


district conferences of the New York 
Zonta Clubs, when sentiment relative to 
favor or disfavor of “protective” legisla- 
tion for women in industry may be largely | 
It will be recalled that a 
resolution providing for action of the 
Zonto organization upon this important 
question at its next national convention 


was taken last year. The national con- 


vention will convene in St. Paul, Minne- 
sota, on June 15-18. Literature upon 
both attitudes toward this matter is being 
circulated among Zontians throughout 


the country. Miss Louise Gerry, national 


president, is anxious that the different 
groups entertain speakers for educational 
talks on the differing viewpoints relative 
to this question of equal opportunity for 
employed women. | 
Publicity through the press occasioned 


by the speaking trips mentioned was most 


satisfactory in extent and character and 
added much to the propaganda value of 
the effort. | 

Mrs. Whittic was entertained generous- 
ly while in Buffalo for the week of Febru- 
ary 7-11 through the courtesy of the local 
chairman, Mrs. R. M. Fotheringham, and 
other Woman’s Party members. 


DAY PRINTING COMPANY | 


Printers | 


LIGHT AND LOMBARD STREETS 
BALTIMORE, MD. | 


q 
Ad 
3 
5 
\ 
ia 
| 
G 
| 
ya 
t 
it 
4 
Be 
a 
phe 
ik. 
f 
fin 
t 
merce 
¢ 
| 
tty 
t 


